
The Westing Game 

Comprehension Guide 

Chapter 1 

1. What was unusual about Barney Northrup? 

2. What did Barney say that caused Jake to wonder? 

3. Who will be the new tenants in Sunset Towers? 

Chapter 2 

1. Who was Sandy McSouthers? 

2. What surprised Turtle Wexler about the Westing House? 

3. Describe Otis Amber. 

4. What did Chris notice as he was looking through the binoculars? 

Chapter 3 

1. How is Mrs. Wexler’s relationship with her daughters? 

2. Describe J.J. Ford. 

3. According to Chris, what special talent did his brother Theo possess? 

4. What was in the long package that Sydelle Pulaski carried into her apartment? 

Chapter  4 

1. Why did Turtle have her mother’s silver cross in her pocket? 

2. What did Turtle encounter when entering the house? 

3. Why were 16 people asked to go to the south library of the Westing mansion? 

Chapter 5 

1. Who greeted the beneficiaries at the Westing House? 

2. Why was Turtle startled when she looked in the coffin? 

3. Why was Judge Ford surprised to see E.J. Plum in charge of the Westing Estate? 

Chapter 6 

1. When the will was first read, why are those who are present shocked to hear the words, 

“my nieces and nephews”? 

2. What is the second important piece of information that is revealed during the reading of 

the will? 

3. What must the potential beneficiaries do if they wish to “strike it rich”? 

Chapter 7 

1. What was the object of the game? 

2. Why was Chris happy to be selected to play the game? 

3. Why was Sandy so insistent that his partner Judge Ford play the game? 



Chapter 8 

1. How was Turtle able to profit from the storm? 

2. What does J.J. Ford hope to do just once? 

3. Why is Sydelle Pulaski upset when she discovers that her shorthand notebook is 

missing? 

Chapter 9 

1. What did someone find on the third floor balcony? 

2. What happened at J.J. Ford’s apartment that evening? 

3. Why did Turtle think her mother was treating her so nicely now? 

4. What information did J.J. Ford uncover that indicates James Hoo would not have liked 

Sam Westing? 

Chapter 10 

1. Why was Grace Windsor Wexler on time for Judge Ford’s apartment that evening? 

2. Why did Angela become upset when everyone continually asked about Denton? 

3. Why did Angela rush into Judge Ford’s kitchen? 

Chapter 11 

1. What dilemma did the tenants face as they woke on the third snobound morning? 

2. Who is Rosalie? What kind of person is she? What happened to her? 

3. What did Chris suddenly realize as he read the note on the elevator wall? 

4. Who found Sydelle’s notebook and where did they find it? 

5. Why could no one read Sydelle’s shorthand?? 

6. What confusion arises about Turtle’s real name? Explain a possible reason for this. 

Chapter 12 

1. Describe the incident in the kitchen. 

2. What does Turtle demand that Angela immediately return to her? 

3. Why did Judge Ford’s finger suddenly stop at the top of the list of detectives in the yellow 

pages? 

Chapter 13 

1. What kind of timing device did the bomb use? 

2. Who were the only people to order down? 

3. Who is Mrs. Baumbach reminded of when she sees Angela? 

4. What happened just as Otis Amber entered the restaurant? 

5. Where was the bomber planning to set the next bomb? 

Chapter 14 

1. Why did the doorman refuse to accept a tip from the Judge? 



2. Why was Alexander McSouthers fired from his job at the Westing factory? 

3. Why were the tenants purchasing so many Westing Paper products? 

4. Dr. Denton Deere claims that Sydelle Pulaski, his fiance’s partner, is crazy. The 

psychiatrist says that she is not. What has Sydelle done to raise this concern? 

Chapter 15 

1. Why were Turtle and Sandy dubious about the “murder” of Samuel Westing? 

2. Why did Doug suspect that the murder may have been a doctor? 

3. Why is Judge Ford surprised at McSouthers’ description of Mrs. Westing? 

4. Flora, Judge Ford, and Sandy notice a remarkable resemblance between Angela Wexler 

and what other person? 

Chapter 16 

1. Describe what event is occuring at the beginning of this chapter? 

2. Who gets injured by the third bomb? Describe Angela’s injuries. 

3. Who does Sydelle think the bomber is? 

Chapter 17 

1. After reexamining their clues, who do Grace and Mr. Hoo think is involved in the 

mystery? 

2. What is Mr. Hoo’s latest invention? 

3. What does Theo discover when he analyzes his clue? 

Chapter 18 

1. Why does Turtle think that it would be a good idea to call Flora Baumbach by another 

name? 

2. Who was Rosalie and how did she die? 

3. What letter does Otis Amber deliver to Doug? 

4. Why was Mrs. Baumbach excited about WPP? 

5. Why was Chris excited to discover that Denton Deere limped? What caused the limp? 

Chapter 19 

1. Who does Otis Amber accuse of being responsible for the bombings? 

2. To whom is Crow referring when she uses the term “foot butcherer”? 

3. How does Chris presume the blank envelope ended up in his bathrobe? 

4. How did the doorman react to what Judge Ford said?il. 

Chapter 20 

1. What was the price of WPP at two o’clock? 

2. Why didn’t Doug’s feet hurt anymore? 



3. Why was Theo in the hospital? 

Chapter 21 

1. What does Theo want to borrow from Turtle? 

2. What is Judge Ford’s connection with the Westing family? 

3. Why does Judge Ford think that Sam Westing paid for her education? 

4. What does Turtle confess to the judge? 

5. Why does Sydelle Pulaski throw her crutches into the air? 

6. Who was injured by the fourth bomb? 

Chapter 22 

1. Briefly describe the note passed in the elevator? 

2. Which of the heirs does Judge Ford think may be Sam Westing’s former wife? 

3. Why would it be difficult to recognize Sam Westing now? 

Chapter 23 

1. What did Otis mean by the phrase, “The turtle’s lost its tail”? 

2. What did Turtle convince Angela not to do? 

3. What did the heirs receive in their envelopes? 

4. Who did Denton Deere suggest could use plastic surgery? 

Chapter 24 

1. Since they can no longer work as partners, what does Theo suggest the heirs do? 

2. Which heir does judge Ford believe is actually Sam Westing? 

3. Using the clues provided, who does Sydelle Pulaski announce as the murderer? 

4. What happens to Sandy toward the end of this chapter? 

Chapter 25 

1. What does Denton Deere accuse Turtle of doing? 

2. How does Turtle respond to his accusation? 

3. What according to Judge Ford is the famous Westing trap? 

4. Why does Judge Ford repeatedly call herself stupid? 

Chapter 26 

1. Who is the young lawyer in Judge Ford’s court? 

2. Why is everyone surprised when Otis Amber testifies? 

3. Who hired Otis Amber? 

4. What is a coronary thrombosis in layman’s terms? 

5. What did Sandy’s flask contain according to Turtle? 

6. Judge Ford believed that Sam Westing had assumed two disguises. Identify his two 

disguises. 



Chapter 27 

1. What announcement does Edgar Jennings Plum make? 

2. What is to happen to Sunset Towers according to Westing’s last document? 

3. Which heir finally wins and explains how they solve the puzzle. 

Chapter 28 

1. Who did Turtle tell about winning the Westing Game? 

2. Which two heirs got married shortly after the game? 

3. How did Judge Ford intend to repay her debt to Sam Westing? 

4. Describe the changes in Angela’s life. 

Chapter 29 

1. How did Doug’s life change after the game? 

2. Why was Mr. Hoo almost happy? 

3. Who was T.R. Wexler? Who had T.R. Wexler finally defeated in chess? 

Chapter 30 

1. Who is dying at the opening of the final chapter? 

2. What happened to Judge Ford? 

3. What does Eastman know about Angela that surprises Turtle? 

4. Who was with Sandy when he actually died? 

5. Who did Turtle end up marrying? 


